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SABBATH OBSERVANCE ~ 
(Given at Riverside, Calif., May 27, 1950) 
By Patricia Henry Keyser | 
“And he said unto them, The sabb 
was made for man, and not man for. 
sabbath: therefore the Son of man is L 
also of the sabbath.” Mark 2: 27, 28) 
My Sabbath training was derived 
easiest way possible — I never knew 4 
ferently. On Sabbath we all went} 
Church. There was never any quest 
to who wanted to go; our whole fa 
went. As we grew up and left home 
each had to decide for ourselves if 
were going to continue in our Sabb 
observance. That is really an odd 
ment, because we didn’t stop to say, “ 
that I am away from my parents’ con 
shall I kill? shall I lie? shall I steal?” 
make a decision. Yet we feel we have! 
privilege to decide whether or not we Wi 
to keep the Sabbath, or to transgress t 
one of the Ten Commandments. 
David, a man after God’s own heart $8 
“T love thy commandments.” Jesus § 
“If ye love me keep my commandmer 
You cannot distinguish between | LO} 
and OBEDIENCE. If we love Him, 
will obey. The depth of our love ‘a 
dent by the degree of our obedie 
1 John 2: 4 reads, “He that saith, I k 
him, and keepeth not his commandment 
a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 
If we do not abide by the Ten C 
mandments, we are transgressors, and 
Scripture says, “The way of the trans¢ 
sor is hard.” 


Our choice is not, Shall I keep the 
bath day holy? but Shall I choose for 
life BLESSING or CURSING? “Bel 
I set before you this day a blessing ai 
curse; a blessing, if ye obey the comm 
ments of the Lord. . . and a curse, i 
will not obey the commandments of 
Lord your God... . ” Deuteronomy 
26-28. 


How much better if we are willin 
choose: the blessing “My son, forget 
my law; but let thine heart keep my ( 
mandments: for length of days, and 
life, and peace, shall they add to # 
Proves onl 


Seventh Day Baptist General Confer 
ALFRED, N. Y., AUGUST 14-19, 195 
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THE GOODLY COMPANY 
OF THOSE WHO PRAY 
Most people believe in prayer. Some 


ty only in an emergency. Others find 
prayer their “vital breath.” 


Those who pray only in an emergency 
ie prayer, for some strange reason, 
a garment of protection and deliver- 
se to be put on and off as the need may 
e. They fail to understand and appre- 
e the prayer experience and its value. 
ey do not know what they are missing 
joy, assurance, and power. 


Phose who find prayer to be their 
tal breath” know what it means to 
jay without ceasing” and not only are 
reasingly blessed themselves but also 
‘ome a blessing to others. 


Several years ago we read a discussion 
ot 

| Intercessory Prayer — Its Reasonable- 
is and Efficacy” by Dr. James S. Mc 
en, which appeared in a summer num’ 
| of Religion in Life. The writer made 
tain observations toward the conclusion 
his discussion. 


de asked: 

ay it not be the expression in the realm of 
er, of a fact which seems to appear in 
ty sphere of human activity — the fact that 
are “bound together in one bundle of life’; 
hat one can bless many, and (conversely) 
innocent must suffer with and for the guilty? 


flow often we have heard a person com- 
nt on the suffering of a loved one: “I 
)'t understand why the innocent must 
jer so.” 


| Mens : 
5 not the writer’s observation at least 


artial answer to the mystery? In 
yer, we truly “are ‘bound together in 
| bundle of life’; so that we can bless 
hy, and (conversely) the innocent must 


i 


jer with and for the guilty.” 


} # 


Dr. McEwen continues: ; 
jhus, at the physical level, the very factors 


their children healthy minds and _ bodies, 


ch make it possible for parents to pass on 


also make possible inherited disease and weak- 
ness. 


At the social level, every citizen is dependent 
for his food, comfort, and security on a whole 
army of fellow citizens, who in turn are in a 
measure dependent on him. Through this 
social organism, one great man may benefit 
thousands: but through the very same mechan- 
ism, a bad or foolish man may bring to thou- 
sands misery and disaster. 


At the mental level, we find that knowledge 
is in a sense a communal possession. Of the 
ideas “in the head” of the wisest man, only a 
fraction can be his own: the main body is drawn 
from countless past and present sources. So, 
a great thinker can provide good mental furni- 
ture not for his own age only, but for succeed- 
ing generations: but a bad or slipshod thinker 
may poison the well of knowledge and so bring 
unhappiness to many... . ; 


This being unquestionably true in these 
other ranges of human activity and experience, 
there does not appear to be any reason to deny 
that it may also be true of our spiritual life and 
of our prayer life; that it is not merely as in- 
dividuals that we stand before God, but as a 
prayerful company in which the individual is 
dependent for his blessing on the prayers of all. 


Dr. McEwen emphasizes that if, because 
of laziness or indifference, we fail to pray 
with and for others in harmony with God’s 
will, we not only lose our own blessing 
but do a wrong to others by cutting them 
off from their blessing. 


If members of the Christian Church 
could catch the full significance of this 
fact and were completely caught by it, the 
peoples of the earth would turn to Christ 
in so great numbers that the facilities of 
Churches would be inadequate to accom- 
modate at one time the throngs that would 
come. 


When prayer is so essential, so vital, 
why do we allow anything else whatso- 
ever to crowd it out? 


Prayer is the highest privilege and most 
important function of the Christian ex- 
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perience. Upon a vital prayer life de- 
pends the attitudes, words, and deeds of 
those who would do the whole will of 
God. 


How else can we know the whole will 
of God, save through prayer? 


Of course, Bible study, right thinking, 
right speaking, right acting, an ever-grow- 
ing appreciation of the universe in which 
God has placed us and a clearer under- 
standing of our relationship to those about 
us — these, and more, positively contribute 
to a knowledge of the will of God. But 
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these factors cannot operate apart fri 
prayer. 

The Apostle Paul admonished, “Py 
constantly.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 17 (RS\ 

Do you know the whole will of God 4 
your life? 

If not, are you willing to patiently ps 
that God may reveal His will to you, 
wholly as He sees fit to do? 

Will you begin to “pray constaall 
today? for yourself? for others? for ¢ 
coming of God’s kingdom upon earth? 

Will you? 


Satuatiou: Earned on Experienced 


By DEACON FREDERIK J. BAKKER 


(An exposition of Ephesians 2, based on 
Weymouth's translation of the New Testament. 
Given at a gospel service in the Seventh Day 
Baptist Church of Christ, Plainfield, N. J., Au 
gust 12, 1950.) 


Nature of Salvation 

Verses 1 and 2, “To you Gentiles also, 
who were dead through your offenses and 
sins, which were once habitual to you 
while you walked in the ways of this 
world and obeyed the Prince of the 
powers of the air, the spirits that are now 
at work in the hearts of the sons of dis- 
obedience — to you God has given life.” 


In Acts 4: 12 we read: “And in no other 
is the great salvation to be found; for, in 
fact, there is no second name under Heaven 
that has been given among men through 
which we are to be saved.” In John 5: 24 
we note: “In most solemn truth I tell you 
that he who listens to my teaching and 
believes Him who sent me, has the Life 
of the Ages, and does not come under 
judgement, but has passed over out of 
death into Life.” The nature of salva- 
tion is a belief on the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour. 


Verse 3: “Among them all of us also 
formerly passed our lives, governed by the 
inclinations of our lower natures, indulg- 
ing the cravings of those natures and of 
our own thoughts, and were in our original 
state deserving of anger like all others.” 


In Psalm 51: 5 we read: “Behold I v 
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did ; 
mother conceive me.” We must en | 


that we came under the curse of | 
through Adam. 


From What Are We Saved? 

Verses 4-7: “But God, being ric 
mercy, because of the intense love wh} 
He bestowed on us, caused us, dead thou 
we were through our offenses, to live w 
Christ — it is by grace that you he 
been saved — raised us with Him from1 
dead, and enthroned us with Him in 1 
heavenly realms as being in Christ Jes 
in order that, by His goodness to us) 
Christ Jesus, He might display in 1 
Ages to come the transcendent riches) 
His grace.” In Romans 10: 12, 13 we rei 
“Jew and Gentile are on precisely 
same footing; for the same Lord is L 
over all, ey rich in blessing to all 
call upon ‘Him: “For ‘Every one, with 
exception, who calls on the name of 1 
Lord shall be saved.’” Joel 2: 32. J] 
cause of God's intense love toward us” 
saved us from eternal damnation becat 
of our sins. 

Verses 8-10: “For it is by grace fl 
you have been saved through faith; 
that not of yourselves. It is God’s gi 
and is not on the ground of merit 
that it may be impossible for any one 
boast.” In Romans 3: 20, Paul makes t¢ 


lowing statement: “For on the ground 
obedience to Law no man living will be 
tlared righteous before Him.” Law 
ply brings a knowledge of sin. The 
ment of love must be present in our 
arts in order for one to be saved. Our 
ing saved from our sins is purely a gift 
d is not earned. Therefore it is ex- 
cienced, to answer our question. For 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
sus for good works which He has pre- 
istined us to practice. 


| To What Are We Saved? 


Verses 11-18: “Therefore, do not forget 
t formerly you were Gentiles as to your 
Wily condition. You were called the 
heircumcision by those who style them- 
, es the Circumcised . . .” a circumcision 
ithe body made by hands. “At that 
ne you were living apart from Christ, 
ranged from the Commonwealth of 
ael, with no share by birth in the 
ivenants which are based on the Prom- 
ss, and you had no hope and no God, 
Ls the world.” In John 10: 16, John 
“T have also other sheep — ‘which 
les belong to this fold. Those also I 
jist bring, and they will listen to my 
tice; and they shall become one flock 
ft one Shepherd.” But now in Christ 
hus you who once were so far away 
ve been brought near through the death 
| Christ. Paul in writing to the Gala- 
ms in 3: 28 states that there cannot be 
fw and Greek, “slave and free man, male 
id female... ; you are all one in Christ 
jus.” For He is our peace —- He who 
js made Jew and Gentile one, and in His 
in human nature has broken the hostile 
hiding wall by setting aside the Law 
bch its commandments, expressed, as they 
ire, in definite decrees.” 

In a footnote in the Weymouth trans- 
jion we find the following statement: 
the hostile dividing wall, the literal refer- 
Ice is to the stone wall in the Temple 
yond which no Gentile might advance 
jo the inner court. Josephus speaks of 
lars upon this wall, bearing notices in 
‘eek and Latin prohibiting entrance to 
n-Jews on pain of death. One of these 
jcriptions was discovered in 1871. In 
s than ten years after Paul saw that 
is barrier has already been done away 
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with in Christ, in whom there cannot be 
Jew and Gentile, it was actually razed 
forever by the armies of Rome.” 


“His design was to unite the two sec- 
tions of humanity in Himself so as to 
form one new man, thus effecting peace, 
and to reconcile Jew and Gentile in one 
body to God, by means of His cross — 
slaying by it their mutual enmity.” Ro- 
mans 6: 6, 7: “This we know — that our 
old self was nailed to the cross with Him, 
in order that our sinful nature might be 
neutralized, so that we should no longer 
be slaves of sin; for he who died is ab- 
solved from his sin.” “So He came and 
proclaimed the gospel of peace to you who 
were so far away, and peace to those who 
were near; because it is through Him 
that Jew and Gentile alike have access 
through one Spirit to the Father.” (The 
word “access” can also be translated “our 
introduction.”) 


We note‘here in the foregoing passage 
the fact that Jesus had to die for our sins 
as He was the only one without blemish. 
We recall under the Old Testament re- 
quirement for sacrifice, the animal had to 
be without spot and blemish. 


What Is the Final Gift? 

Verses 19-22: “You are therefore no 
longer mere foreigners or persons excluded 
from civil rights. On the contrary you 
share citizenship with God’s people and 
are members of His family. You are a 
building which has been reared on the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, 
the cornerstone being ‘Christ Jesus Him- 
self, in union with whom the whole fabric, 


fitted and closely joined together, is grow- 


ing so as to form a holy sanctuary in the 
Lord; in whom you also are being built 
up together to become a fixed abode for 
God through the Spirit.” John 17: 22, 23 
states: “And the glory which Thou hast 
given me I have given them, that they 
may be one, just as we are one: I in them 
and Thou in me; that they may stand per- 
fected in one; that the world may come to 
understand that Thou didst send me and 
hast loved them with the same love as 
that with which Thou hast loved me.” 
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, 
Children's Page 
Dear Recorder Children: 

The following story is written from 
memory from a legend I read many years 
ago. A legend is like a fairy story, you 
know. 

Yours in Christian love, 


Mizpah S. Greene 
MAKING OTHERS HAPPY 


Listen closely now, my children, 
And I will a tale unfold: 

You will find for you a lesson 
In this legend very old. 


Once upon time, in the long, long ago, 
a dear little bright-eyed girl lay under a 
big oak tree near her cabin home, dream- 
ing a very rosy daydream. 

“When I grow up,” she whispered, shut- 
ting her eyes so that she could not see her 
patched, faded dress, “I’m going to be 
rich and beautiful, and I’m going all over 
the world doing lovely things to make 
people happy. Oh! Ill go around with a 
pleasant smile, and a purse full of money, 
and do all I can to make the whole world 
better.” 

Years went by and our little girl, a large 
girl now, still dreamed of blessing the 
world. Although it seemed as if her dream 
would never all come true, for she was 
neither rich nor very beautiful, yet she 
was always trying to help those around her. 
She was so cheery and kind that she was 
a blessing to all who knew her. 


She grew to womanhood and married a 
man as poor as she was. A little cottage 
became their home, and loving, unselfish 
hearts made it a home of happiness. A 
dear little boy came to fill their lives brim- 
ful of joy. The little woman was so busy 
and so happy that she had little time for 
daydreams, though unconsciously she was 
doing all she could to make her beautiful 
dream come true. 

One day there was great excitement in 
the little village in which she lived. A 
marvelous golden ball was let down from 
heaven and hung just above the heads of 
the people. The story spread far and 
wide that whoever touched this wonderful 
ball would bring joy and blessing to him- 
self and everyone around him. 
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A great crowd gathered. All beg 
pushing and crowding in their eagern 
to reach the golden ball, thinking m¢ 
about getting a blessing for themsel 
than of blessing others; but no one col 
quite reach it. At last, to their great ¢ 
may, they suddenly discovered that t 
ball was gradually rising farther and fart 


beyond their reach. “Alas!” they cri 
sorrowfully, “No one will ever be able, 
touch it.” 


Then our little dreamer of beauti 
dreams worked her way to the edge of t 
crowd. Holding her baby above her hez 
she cried, “Let us build a human pyrar 
and hold on high my baby boy. His lit 
hands will touch the ball for us.” 


With shouts of joy the people stopp 
their pushing and crowding, and did 
she had suggested. As they lifted t 
babe high above their heads, he raised | 
dimpled hands and softly touched ' 
wondrous. ball. 


Immediately every heart was filled 4 
joy, and blessing came to all the pe 
because a little child had been lifted h 


enward. 


What a wonderful world this weahl 
if everyone tried every day and in ev 
way to bring happiness and blessing 
others! That is the Jesus way. We : 
taught, “Do unto others as you, jee 
have them do unto you.’ 


A tender smile, a kind word spoken, 
A friendly deed in true love given, 

Will make the world, as Jesus taught | 
A better, happier place to live in. — 


| 
YEARLY MEETING . 
Eastern New York and 
New Jersey Churches 


The Yearly Meeting of the Eastern N 
York and New Jersey Seventh Day B 
tist Churches will be held on October 
14, 1950, at Berlin, N. Y. The theme 1 
be John 14: 27. 


The Friday evening service will be 
at 7:30 o'clock. 
‘Arlie L. Greene, 
Church Clerk 
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Aa) | 


VAY 


. Let the Candles 


Shine Once Again 
All Over the World | 


at the 


SIXTH ANNIVERSARY 


of the 


WORLD CHRISTMAS 


and 


SHARE YOUR GIFTS 
AND GIRLS OF THE WORLD 


Christmas J 


1 US.A. throu: 


simon 
21st Street 
k 10, N. 
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It is exciting to get a letter from the boy 
overseas who received my present. 


HOW TO DO IT: 


1. 
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Nearly two million individiel presents have in the past five 
| overseas through the wonderful cooperation of America’s 
| their teachers and friends, 


These beautifal gifts have brought unbelievable joy and happit 
they have been distributed at World Christmas and Chan 
| which have already been celebrated in countless 


| The European children are most anxious to 

American ae and girls. We therefore believe 
name and an address written clearly and attached 
recipient has tried to send a thank-you letter f 
letters are flowing back and forth and many 


This year we are again calling on you to 
Festival an even greater success than in the pa 


| The size and the cost of your gifts are not impo 
|} Christmas present such as iad youn > would 


Start immediately among your friends, neighbors, church, school and youth 


. Christmas and Chanukah presents for children overseas. To be Rese 9 and =F pack 


individual presents together and send them by Railway pode or Par 
FRIENDSHIP AMONG CHILDREN, 214 East 21st Street, New York 


You do not need to mark your gift for a special country as we divide all 
gifts so that cach country to which we are shipping gets a fair share. But 
for one of the following countries: Norway, Beaman Finland, England, 
Italy, Germany, Austria, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Greece, Israel, ee nls ‘Japan. 
your gifts, then all gifts going to one country im one box and put the name 
the box. Please follow this rule — otherwise we cannot guarantee that the gifts 


Pack and wrap your gifts securely. If possible, use color 
gifts. On one side of the tag write your name, street, ci ate and country v 

in the past because of incomplete addresses. On the other side write the age of the 
meant and whether it is for a boy ora girl, ‘ 


Print in ink like this on the one side of the tag: 


6 IMPORTANT: ee, young, a ee knows cha 
ask you: tos send at |e ¢ for a 
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DECEMBER 15, 1950 


World Christmas Festival is celebrated boys and girls of all 
reeds will be invited and all meats presents will be distributed 


at they not only wanted to receive, but also to give, the European 
started to send hand- “aay World igre Gesting 


- not relief but tokens of friendship. 
) started a cee by sending a 


The two million World Christmas and Chanukah 
gifts that American boys and girls have donated 
_ to boys and girls overseas, have brought un- ‘ 
believable joy and happiness. 


name and satel of sender on the gift boxes going to our 
r receipts to you promptly please use seme name and address 

and on checks with shipping money. 

Teast one vo Cheistmas Pettied in your ——— on 


especial elcome. You can one guls caps, collar ~ ied in thread 
$ as, slippers; or knit scarves, mittens, caps and woolen socks for boys and 
itted os crocheted. You can also carve wooden animals, and furniture for the 
S “starter for a collection. If you like to make a scrap- 
4 containing no more than 12 pages. In it, tell a story in words and pictures 
bagch School) jour home of your city. You. can make a scrapbook by yourself 


No powder except in metal containers. No comic-books. peoiog to shipping regu- 
ked together with Christmas gifts. 


: who do not have time to make up parcels chomseives: 

parcel, including the following items: pure wool cap, scarf and mittens, cotton 

f shorts, three handkerchicts, ane towel, a cake of soap, a comb, one toothbrush, 

ay be addressed to individuals for an additional $O¢. 
new shoes (only for general. distribution ). 

| parcel you | : 
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More than 200,000 boys and girls in this country and overseas have already made 
Friendship Greeting Cards, A card need not be a great piece of art but you can paint 

you want to tell your friend and thus overcome the language difficulties in the beginnis 
respondence. Do not just copy a postal cand oe # pictite Dut point 
and you will find it great fun. Write your name, street, city, state and country, and 
on the reverse side, collect the cards in your school and mail them to the ‘ 
FRIENDSHIP AMONG CHILDREN, 214 East 21st Street, New York 10, N. 
them overseas. You may receive a reply and in that way you will make new friends 


Commitee on World Friendship = by 


Hon. Chairmen Hon. Vice-Chairmen 
Rt. Rev. Charlos K. Gilbert, 0.0. Prof. Alonzo G, Grace 
Most Rey. Bernard J. Sheil, 0.0. Prof. Alain Locke 


Hon, Ruth Bryan Owen Rohde 
Members of the Committee 


Miss Bernice Buehler Mrs, Dorothy Gordon pee. Me, Wo'tor Maron 
Mes, Edward Corsi : Mes. Margaret Grant ek Esther 

Dr, R, E. Diffendarfar Mrs. L. Frias de Hampel 

Miss Mildred Drescher es Dr. Walter Van Kirk 

Mrs, John Finley Mrs, Dorthy Lewis 


Mrs, Beatrice Fulchor Or, Car E. Lund-Quist 
Mrs. Alice L. Goddard : Lux 


ee 
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‘This is number one in a series of three 
resses presented at Ministers’ Conference, 
ton, Wis., May 15-18, 1950. Numbers two 
three will follow in consecutive 


of the Sabbath Recorder.) 


special 


n 


nm the prayer Jesus taught His dis- 
les, as recorded in Matthew 6: 9-13, we 
H it beginning with the words, “Our 
her.” In Romans 8: 15, Paul says, “Ye 
ve received the spirit of adoption, 


ereby we cry, Abba, Father.” 


' word father! The very mention of 
/name carries us back to our childhood 
! our earliest recollections, when we 
med our first lessons from the lips of 
father or mother. Perhaps we think 
the times, when, with the Holy Book 
sore him, he read from its beautiful 
‘try, or from the touching story of the 
oss. Perhaps we recall walks along the 
tet or into the field with his hand hold- 
| ours. As we grew older, our confi 
ice in him increased. He was counselor 
Woubt, our protector in danger, and our 
fiser in perplexity. Perhaps it was to 
h we ran to tell our joys as he returned 
m work, or to stand at his side to sob 


jour youthful plans and early ambitions. 
Ir highest happiness was in pleasing 
h, and it was a bitter grief when we felt 
jhad wounded his affection. We knew 
ie worldly care when beneath the shel- 
ing roof he had provided, and we felt 
ifear when we held his loving hand, 
when walking through the darkest 
ds at night. A true father is our best 
thly friend while he lives, and after he 
/ gone there gathers around his memory 
ort of halo of glory borrowed from the 
iven into which he has entered, and 
iname him with a feeling of reverence. 
), all that is tender, true, and strong; 


ources of Strength: Our Father® 


(An Excerpt) 
By REV. ERLO E: SUTTON 
Pastor Emeritus, Seventh Day Baptist Church 
of Boulder, Colo. 


wise, generous, and noble is treasured up 
in the word, father, by a loving’ son. 

But to the thoughtful religious soul the 
significance of the title “earthly father” 
is but a shadow of the significance of 
Heavenly Father. God has designed that 
human fatherhood should be but a minia- 
ture of that relationship in which He 
stands to men, and of the love He has for 
them. In speaking of the relationship of 
God to man, as compared to the love of 
parents to the child, Robert Leighton, once 
Archbishop of Glasgow, said, “It is but 
as a drop to the ocean of fatherly love 
which is in Himself.” 

Because he yielded to sin, man lost his 
close spiritual relationship to his Creator. 
Still, however, the fatherly heart of God 
yearned over His lost child, and He dili- 
gently sought his return. To restore this 
broken relationship, God sent His divine 
and eternal Son into the world to take 
human nature into union with His own, 
and to offer Himself a sacrifice for human 
sin. The mission for which God’s Son 
was sent into the world was successfully 
accomplished. Through Jesus Christ, God 
is able and willing to receive back into the 
embrace of His Fatherhood all who, by 
faith, return to Him. According to Scrip- 
ture, as sinners; we were “children of 
wrath”; as believers in Jesus Christ, we 
became anew “the sons of God.” It was 
as if Christ took us by the hand, and, 
leading us into the holiest place, taught us 
to say, “Our Father.” 

There is a loose sense in which God 
is the Father of all men. That is, He is 
the author of their existence, the pre- 
server of their lives, the provider for their 
wants. But He is all these to the lower 
creatures as well. It is only when we take - 
into account the elements of spiritual re- 
semblance and mutual affection that we 
rise to the true and proper ideal of son- 
ship on the one hand, and divine Father- 
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hood on the other. This relationship which 
was lost through sin, is graciously restored, 
according to a declaration in John 1: 12, 
to all who believe in Jesus Christ as Sav- 
jour. John said, “As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that be- 
lieve on his name.” And in Galatians 3: 
26 we read, “Ye are all children of God 
by faith in Christ Jesus.” By creation 
we are creatures of God’s hand, by being 
born again, we are children of God, and 
can truly call Him Father. 

As faith in Jesus Christ is the means 
in the hands of the Holy Spirit by which 
men are saved, we see how it comes that 
Paul said, “(We) have received the spirit 
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father.” Salvation through Jesus Christ 
restores in us the spiritual resemblance to 
our Father, which is the essence of son- 
ship, but was lost through sin. Thus it is 
only through the new birth that we can 
re-enter into God’s true family and call 
Him “Abba, Father.” 

As soon as one believes in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and accepts Him as Saviour, 
and sees the Father revealed through His 
Son, he becomes a true child of God, and, 
as among the earliest utterances of the 
infant, you hear the parents’ names, so 
the first word of the believer is, “Abba,” 
and the beginning of his prayer, “Our 
Father.” Well may we pause and examine 
whether we have this faith? Do we be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ as the revelation of 
God to us? Have we received as true 
His testimony concerning God as our 
Father? Have we been born again? Have 
we had restored to us, by the Holy Spirit, 
the likeness of the divine image in “knowl- 
edge, righteousness, and holiness”? Can 
we, taught by the Holy Spirit, call God 
our Father? 

If we can answer these questions in 
the affirmative, how great the feeling that 
we are related to the King Eternal! It 
is a high honor to be connected as a child 
to the Supreme Creator. To be heirs to 
all the treasures the word “Father” sig- 
- nifies, a name dignified and glorified, to 
have our names identified with the Lord 
of heaven and earth — it seems to me 
there is nothing so exalting, nothing so 
transporting as that, nothing that carries 


us so near to the gates of heaven ds that 
— and those whose portion is this | 
truly say, “Behold, what manner of. lov} 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 4 
should be called the sons of God.” | 
John 3: 1. a 
If we lose consciousness of the Father} 
hood of God and think of Him only as } 
just judge, an impartial arbiter of mer 
what terror comes into the heart, and hovif 
do “fear and trembling get hold upoil 
us”! I have the feeling that much o| 
our lack of enjoyment in prayer, and muc}} 
of the lifelessness and artificialness in cat 
devotions generally, may be traced to th 
fact that we have not thoroughly receive 
the spirit of adoption, and have so 
what lost the idea of God’s Fatherhooe|) 
Why should we be in terror of a trul} 
father? What liberty our own childreij} 
enjoy! If we have been out in the calf 
without them, hardly before it stops a 
the curb or before the gate, they Pi 
bounding out, feeling that we will bj 
interested in what they have been doin} 
and in what they have to say, and if 
their problems. 
Is it different with God? Should H 
not be as real to us as the earthly re 
to the child? Let us remember that how}} 
ever ready a father on earth is to hear ani 
help his children in their perplexities, af 
Lord is infinitely more so. Let us thin|} 
that whatever love our human parent} 
lavish upon us, God regards us with “| 
finitely more love and sympathy. Ev 


side, we may go with delight dad =) 
ment to God’s throne of grace. 

The same thing is true as regards 
worship music and songs of praise. 
the happy home what pleasure childre| 
have in playing or singing when pare nt 
or grandparents are present! There is nijf 
thought of weariness or indifference, bu | 
every effort is put forth to give pleasure ) 
With what pleasure have my wife and 
listened to our grandchildren sing togethei|} 
and how eagerly we open the package whe 
they mail us a record, and with tremblin 1 
hands and fluttering hearts we put it « | 
the reproducer in our home. It does c 
take much imagination to see them sta ‘| 
ing by their mother at the organ or pian) 
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1 Milton, Wis., singing for grandparents 
> hear in Boulder, Colo. If this is the 
ase with parents and grandparents on 
arth, what must be the joy in heaven 
vhen God’s children sing His praises to- 
ether on éarth. 

Let us recognize that God is our Father, 
“nd that He is listening to our songs, 
ither of the heart or of the lips, then 
ur hymns of praise will be no longer dull 
nd lifeless things, but will become ani- 
“nated and earnest; the words more than 
“hyming lines; they will become living 
“yoetry of warm and loving hearts. The 
“ausic we sing will be not alone the light 
‘ongs of revivalism, but the great hymns 
of the Church. Our hymns will not be 
“old and chilling, but heart-stirring and 
nnobling in their strains, and in our 
‘oraise we will rival David, when he cried, 
‘My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
‘ixed: I will sing and give praise. Awake 
ip, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: 
~\ myself will awake early” (Psalm 57: 
‘7, 8). For such singing we need a fresh 
aptism of the spirit of adoption that 
will make us feel God is truly our Father. 
‘Ve need the hearts of sons and daughters 
f God, glowing with ardent love for our 
ivine Father, and to be able to utter the 
words, in all their length and breadth and 
‘height of meaning, “Our Father.” Then 
with filial confidence filling our souls, 
| eeesennas” will not languish on our 


ee 


i? our lips. 

I would like to have you observe with 
“ne that when we can truly and intelli 
"ently call God “our Father,” new joy 
's given to the discharge of duty. . Duty, 
“:onsidered simply as such, is a cold, stern 


*t can become a joy. Duty has its eye 
“pon the work to be done, and fear is 
‘often the motive that drives one to com- 
volete the task; there is likely to be the 
“fear that the work may not be well done, 
pr that some part may be omitted. Love 
#zives a joyful energy to the heart and ex- 
se: itself in appropriate actions. As 
ja duty, we may say, “Now my work is 
jdone, all that is required.” But love is 
J pever content; it is always finding new 
ways of inanitestisie its unselfish devotion. 
ata difference between the paid nurse, 


‘hing, and needs love to inspire it before. 


197 


simply working for wages, who attends to 
your needs when you are ill, and the 
loving wife or daughter who sits by your 
bedside and gives you every attention of 
a loving heart. When wives, daughters, 
or neighbors serve in the Spirit of Christ, 
true sisters of mercy they are, although 
they have taken no vows and wear no 
uniform. Jesus will at last say to them, 


““T was sick, and you nursed me: inasmuch 


as ye did it to one of the least of these 
my brethern; ye did it unto me.” 

Service rendered unto God must be in 
the spirit of love. Until we realize that 
God is “our Father,” and our hearts glow 
with affection toward Him, every attempt 
which we make to do His will must be 
simply and only an effort to do our duty. 
What we attempt will be work, and we 
will be cold and stern in the doing of it. 
There will be no spring or elasticity of 
soul about us while we are engaged in it. 
But when, through faith in Jesus Christ, 
we get to know and love God as “our 
Father,” when, as Paul puts it, the spirit 
of adoption is received by us, then all 
this is changed. Duty is transfigured into 
delight. What we should do becomes 
identical with what we wish to do, the 
work is many times better done, and we 
are a thousand times happier in doing it. 
Heaven’s own sunshine will illuminate our 
pathway, if every morning we go forth to 
do our Father’s business: the driest and 
most uninteresting things of life will 
acquire new importance in our eyes, and 
will be done with gladness, if we feel we 
are doing them for “our Father,” and the 
glory of love will halo for us all common 
things with its celestial radiance, and duty 
will merge into delight. 

As soon as we learn to look upon God 
as “our Father,” the glory of heaven to us 
consists in the presence there of the Lord, 
and of our great elder brother, Jesus Christ. 
The attractions of home, even upon this 
earth, are to persons, not to places or 
possessions. If one is to know how true 
this is, let him, after several years absence, 
return to the place of his birth, and he 


will find the house where he once knew 


the highest happiness has become to him 
a solitude from which he will seek to 
hasten away. Late in the fall of 1949, 
I visited the community where I grew to 
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manhood. I had not been there for some 
six years, during which time my mother 
had passed away. I could not attend the 
funeral, which fixes so indelibly upon our 
minds the passing of our loved ones. As 
the auto in which I was riding stopped 
before the house, it seemed to me my 
mother and father should be coming to 
the door, but the shades were drawn, and 
the door did not open. We had a key, 
and opened the door and went inside. 
The furniture, the stoves, the tables, the 
beds, were much as mother had left them, 
for she went suddenly. I passed silently, 
and may I say reverently, from room to 
room, the living room, the dining room, 
the bedrooms, and lastly to the kitchen. 
All was cold and silent, for father was 
making his home with my oldest brother 
and the house was closed. The gray- 
haired son was moving silently about the 
house, but there was no white-haired 
mother to clasp him in her loving arms 
and welcome him home. I was to select a 
dish, which I quickly did, and left the 
house, for it seemed so cold and chill, a 
dead thing, without a soul. 


Our living souls can truly love 
living persons. Thus we can see how i 
portant it is to have a right conceptii 
of the persons who constitute the glory 
charm of heaven. We can have no r 
and absorbing attraction to heaven unti 
we love the persons there, and we neve 
truly love them until we can call Go 

‘our Father” and Jesus Christ our Brothe 
and Saviour. 


This helps us, at least in part, to und 
stand how, when Jesus desired to lift th 
thoughts of His followers to the glory th 
was before them, and sought to give ther 
a sure anchorage in the storm of trial tha 
was about to break upon them, He saic 

“In my Father’s house are many abidin 
places; if it were not so, I would a 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
Home is the center of the heart, and 
by enabling us to call God “our Father, 
and heaven our home, Jesus centers ou 
hearts there. Like Paul, it may be better fe 
us to remain here for a while, but 
may, like him, anticipate being “at hom 
with the Lord.” Where “our Father” an 
Jesus Christ are, there is heaven. 
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Annual Meeting Board of Christian 
Education 2 p.m., October 8, at the Gothic, 
Alfred, N. Y. 

Albert N. Rogers, 
President. 
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NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 


The North Central Association will meet 
with the Old Stone Fort Seventh Day Bap- 
tist Church, Stonefort, Ill., October 6:8, 
1950, starting Friday, October 6, at 7 p.m. 

A. Addison Appel, 
Pastor. 
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This is a special issue of the Sabbath Recorder, 
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MID-CONTINENT ASSOCIATION 


The Mid-Continent Association 4 
meet with the Nortonville, Kan., Seve 
Day Baptist Church Otcober 13-13. T 
theme of the meeting is “The Challeng 
of the Cross.” ) 

Willard Wells of Boulder, cso 
president of the association. ; 

(Miss) Nannie Gidak : 
Secretary-Treasurer. | 
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CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 


The Central Association will hold i 
annual Fall Meeting at Brookfield, N. Y 
on October 7, 1950. The morning serv 
will begin at 10:30 o'clock. 

Bernice D. Rogers, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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Prayer — “Prayer is not a means to for 
something out of God’s hand, but a chai 
nel to find out what the will of Gc 
is.” — Shiloh, N. J., Church Bulletin. 
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Satuation aud the Sabbath 


By REV. KENNETH A. STICKNEY 


Pastor, Rockville and Second Hopkinton, R. L., 
Seventh Day Baptist Churches 


(Course given at Lewis Camp 
near Ashaway, R. IL. July 18-27, 1950.) 


I. The Creation 


The story of creation is a very important 
art of our Bible, yet so little attention 
; given to it because it is so often taken 
or granted. and thought of as secondary. 
“his should not be, however. for there is 
o such thing as a secondary part of the 
sible. It is all one book, with one mes- 
age for the world. and without the story 
f creation our Bible would be most in- 
omplete. All the doctrines that the 
Shurch has loved through the ages can 
jave no meaning without the creation as 
found in our Bible. 

| The creation story is more than just a 
tory of how everything was created, for 
here were other peoples who had ideas 
s to how everything was created. Too 
\ften we have the idea that-the only ones 
who had been given this idea of the origin 
\f things were the Jews, as it had been 
jiven to Moses and is recorded in our 
ible. This is not so. Other people had 
yeen thinking about this matter very seri- 
usly, Many of these stories are very simi- 
jar to what we have in Genesis. They 
lvere written before Moses, but they all 
jack something. They fall far short of 
mything that we have in the Bible be- 
‘ause God chose to reveal Himself through 
| chosen people of His own, whom He 
would call out from the other nations 
© witness to the whole world of the one 
|rue and living God, giving to man a 
written revelation of Himself. The things 
| of His creation were not a sufficient revela- 
ion, for after man fell from righteousness 
he began to worship the creation rather 
than the Creator. Man saw the beautiful 
vhings that God created and set them up 
fis gods. 

| The thing that makes our Bible so su- 
erior to any of the other accounts is that 
jt begins with God. Genesis 1: 1. It is 
the most logical of anything that has ever 


been written because it was given to 
Moses by God Himself through divine 
inspiration. Moses did not think all that 
up by himself, for he was a man just as 
these other people were, and without 
God’s help our Bible would be tust an- 
other book of religious ideas. God, the 
Holy Spirit, however, is the true author 
of this Book of all books and every page 
gives testimony to Him. No other book 
has changed the lives of so many people 
as has our Bible. 

Now, I said previously that creation as 
recorded in the Bible is more than just 
a story of how things came into being or 
existence. The central truth is that of 
redemption which means to buy back. It 
is the picture of the slave who has run 
away from his master and is now being 
sold in a slave market. His master finds 
him there and has pity on him for the 
slave has realized that the former master 
was most kind to him, but ingratitude 
caused him to run away and now he re- 
grets his mistake. He would like to come 
back with all his heart, but he realizes 
that only the goodness of his master’s heart 
can make that possible, for there is nothing 
that he can do of himself to get back into 
his master’s good graces for he has wronged 
his master. In spite of the wrong he has 
done to him, his master loved him. 

His master sees on him the branding 
that he placed on his forehead for identi- 
fication. His love goes out toward him 
when he sees his own mark and he pays 
the highest price to buy back what was 
orignally his own property. The slave is 
ever so happy to be back with his master 
and he serves him the rest of his days, not 
out of duty but out of true love and thank- 
fulness to his master. 


That is what man did to God, and like- 
wise what God did for man when He sent 
Jesus Christ His only Son to die on the 
cross for his sins. He paid the price of 
redemption not with silver or gold, but 
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with His own precious blood. In other 
words, He gave His own life for us that 
we might have life from above, for the 
blood represents life. Our physical bodies 
could not live without blood, and neither 
can we have spiritual life without the 
shedding of blood to impart it to us. 

This is best illustrated in what we do 
when we give a blood transfusion. This 
is done when there has been a loss of 
blood or some lack in the blood which if 
not taken care of will cause the patient 
to die. We then appeal for someone or 
ones who have the same type of blood to 
give his or her blood in order to save the 
life of the patient. The blood is imparted 
and the life is spared. 

Well, Jesus in shedding His blood on 
the cross imparts spiritual life to all those 
who will accept His work of redemption 
on the cross by believing in Him per- 
sonally with their whole hearts. 

Now, suppose the slave refused to go 
back with his master or the patient would 
be so foolish as not to allow the blood 
to be transfused, then the slave would 
be no longer the property of the owner, 
and would have to suffer the consequences 
and would miss out in all the blessings that 
would be his in serving his good master, 
and the patient would die a natural death. 
So the Bible says that we must come back 
to our former owner, God, who loved us 
so much when He saw His own image in 
us which is our mark of identification with 
Him that He came in the form of man, the 
Son of God, and paid the price for our 
redemption even though man was disobe- 
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dient and fell into sin. We either have 
accept what He has done for us and | 
spiritually, or die in our sins. his 
called “spiritual death” and is far wot 
than physical death. Eternal life is givi 
to those who accept Him. ; 


Now what has all this to do with er 
tion. It may seem that we are not on t 
subject at hand, namely, “Salvation a 
the Sabbath” under the subtitle “Cr 
tion.” But this is just why this part 
our Bible is neglected by the majori 
Christian people. When I began my le 
ture I said the story of creation was 1 
important, yet many consider it only 
ondary. The reason that it is consid 
thus is because they do not see any rel 
tionship between that story and reden 
tion, the central truth in the Bible. It 
merely taken for granted by the soc 
fundamentalist, and denied by the n 
ernist. In each case they have missed 
spiritual truth of the account given in tl 
Bible and they have looked only at t 
physical features, making them the | 
of argumentation especially in reg: 
man coming from a lower form of a 
Now, I do not believe in this unscrip 
idea in the least, but what I am say 
this, that whether you believe what 
Bible has to say about how things 
created or not, if that is all one looks 
in either accepting or rejecting the Bib 
account, that one has missed the sp: 
element if he sees only the. pevseel 


tures of it. 


